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From the Director of the I1OS

Katsunori Yamazato

The International Institute for Okinawan Studies (IIOS) was established in April 2009 by
combining the existing research centers — the American Studies Center, the Migration Stud-
ies Center, and the Asia-Pacific Island Studies Center — at the University of the Ryukyus. In
addition to combining these centers, IIOS created two new research sections, Ryukyuan-
Okinawan Studies and Contemporary Okinawan Studies.

IIOS aims to do research on Okinawa and areas that have a close relationship with Oki-
nawa. To accomplish this aim, the Institute will carry out interdisciplinary research and pro-
jects in addition to research conducted by individual researchers at the Institute. The Institute
hopes to be an international center for such research and to contribute to mutual understand-
ing and promotion of research. To accomplish such an aim, we will publish a journal once a
year.

This is the premier issue of The International Journal of Okinawan Studies (I1JOS), which
reflects the realization of a long-standing dream of Okinawan scholars to create a forum in
which historians, literary critics, philosophers, political scientists, economists, natural scien-
tists, and other analysts can present various perspectives on the culture, nature, and society of
the Ryukyus and areas related to this region.

1JOS aims to be an international journal and thus invites articles from the international
community of scholars. It is our strong desire to encourage multiple perspectives and pro-
mote serious discussion and debate in IJOS about Okinawa and areas that have close rela-
tionships with Okinawa, ultimately hoping that this journal will serve as a site for production
of new knowledge.
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